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ROAD TRIPROAD TRIP

O ne of America’s most beautiful stretches of road 
weaves through the heart of Talbot County. 

And for one week every July that road is alive with 
America’s best representational painters.  

We’ve put together an itinerary for art lovers 
that leads you to our prettiest destinations and 
our best plein air art. Our Chesapeake Country 
All-American Arts Road Trip takes you along a 
scenic byway that ambles through Talbot County’s 
miles of tidal shoreline, verdant fields, forests, and 
vibrant small towns.

Artists have always found inspiration here, creating 
fresh paintings in the open air, interpreting subjects 
from the iconic to the mundane, and enabling the 
passerby a deeper experience of place. Now you 
can find inspiration (and great art for your home) 
here, too. 

Now in its 17th year, Plein Air Easton is the nation’s 
largest and most prestigious outdoor painting 
competition and festival. Plein air means simply, 
painting in the open air and refers to a type of 
outdoor impressionistic painting that became 
popular in 19th century France. 

The practice of painting from life quickly took root 
in America and is central to much of American art 
history from the Pennsylvania impressionists, the 
Hudson Valley School to California impressionists. 

Plein air painting has seen a resurgence in recent 
times, in part because of Plein Air Easton. Some 
58 of the nation’s top plein air artists will use 
this scenic byway and their paint brushes to tell 
the story of the Eastern Shore through their art 
— on routes that lead you to points of interest, 
from historic sites through acres of farmland to 
waterfront vistas.

All-American Arts

So what are you waiting for? It ’s time to hit the road!

https://tourtalbot.org/resources/visitors-guide/
https://pleinaireaston.com/
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You’ll want to start your art journey in Easton, the 
sophisticated center of Talbot County. You’ll be 
captivated by the diversity of historic homes that grace 
the town, ranging from stately federal-era mansions to 
colorful Victorians to charming Sears cottages. 

If you are making your trip during the week, from July 
11-14, be sure to check out the many art galleries in
Easton and inside Easton’s Waterfowl Building, but be
prepared, because more art outside of the town limits
awaits your travel adventure.

Grab a cup of Rise-Up Coffee as you enter town on 
Dover Road, right on Dover Road as you enter town. 
Open to the public July 11–14 (and again for the 
weekend of July 17–18), the official “Plein Air Easton 
Library” will be housed at the Waterfowl Building on 
Harrison Street. Here you’ll be greeted by the friendly 
smiles and faces of Plein Air Easton volunteers and 
staff who can help answer questions and fill you in on 
what you need to know as you begin your road trip. 

Take some time to view artwork from the competing 
artists that will be a part of this dynamic exhibit 
through July 18. One rule of thumb — if you see 
artwork that you love, buy it because it might not be 

there when you return. Plein Air Easton boasts by far 
the most art sales of any of the hundreds of plein air 
festivals that dot the nation.

While you’re here, spend some time exploring Easton, 
a town in the midst of a renaissance. You’ll discover 
boutiques, restaurants, galleries, and a distinctive 
artsy vibe. Pause to explore the leafy grounds of 
our local courthouse where you’ll find a spectacular 
bronze statue of Frederick Douglass, a Talbot County 
native who was born enslaved and returned a free 
man to share a message of hope and human rights.

Easton makes a perfect homebase for exploring 
Talbot County.

OXFORD

EASTON

SATELLITE EXHIBIT 1: OXFORD
The next part of your road trip takes you down a 
simple 9-mile stretch on U.S. Route 333, a peaceful 
two-lane road that weaves through the gentle 
countryside until you reach Oxford. 

While traveling down the Oxford Road, look out for 
painters in action, especially near the entrance to 
Cooke’s Hope, coming up early on your left, as many 
choose to immortalize the famous black-and-white 
Belted Galloway cattle, some of the most painted 
cows in all of America. 

Within minutes you will land in the heart of Oxford. 
This picturesque colonial town with brick sidewalks, 
white picket keyhole fences, and exquisitely 
preserved historic homes also has a lively town dock 
and working marina, a museum that chronicles life in 
the 18th and 19th centuries, a popular general store, 
and a beloved bookshop specializing in mysteries. 

Once in Oxford, make your initial Plein Air stop at the 
first of our three Satellite Exhibits in the renovated 
and repurposed Saint Paul’s Pilgrim Holiness Church 
on Morris Street. 

The structure is a historic Greek and Gothic Revival 
frame church built in 1856 that has undergone 
extensive renovations, returning it to its glory days, 
from the floor to ceiling pressed tin work to vibrant 
stained-glass windows. New artwork will arrive daily 
at each exhibit site if you are planning more than 
a day trip. Expect the paintings in Oxford to reflect 
the beautiful water views along the Tred Avon River, 
colonial architecture, and maritime history. 

At the water’s edge you will find the 
Oxford-Bellevue Ferry, the oldest 
privately owned ferry in the United 
States. This is the most atmospheric 
way to get to your next destination, 
the town of St. Michaels. The Oxford-
Bellevue Ferry is a car-carrying ferry 
that crosses the Tred Avon River, a 
beautiful stretch of water where you 
have a good chance of seeing osprey 
swooping for fish, or even a bald eagle 
or two perched in the loblolly pines.

INSIDER’S TIP: 
Before your journey 
and in order to time 
your trip just right, 
be sure to check the 
Oxford Community 
Center website in the 
hopes of catching an 
artist demo there or 
other educational 
content that is 
scheduled during 
Plein Air Easton. 

https://eastonmd.org/
https://riseupcoffee.com/
https://tourtalbot.org/businesses/frederick-douglass-statue/
https://portofoxford.com/
https://www.cookeshope.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Cookes-Hope-History.pdf
https://oxfordferry.com/
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ROYAL OAK
Upon disembarking the ferry, you will exit onto onto 
Maryland Route 329. Part of the scenic byway, Route 
329 is a shaded country lane that winds its way to 
a crossroads called Royal Oak. You will pass historic 
farmhouses and stands of old-growth trees, where 
you may spot a fleet-footed fox darting across a field. 
Painters may grace the shoulders of the road as you 
make your way to St. Michaels, so be on the lookout. 

SATELLITE EXHIBIT 2: ST. MICHAELS
You’re likely to spot wild turkey and whitetail deer dash 
from forest to fields as you travel U.S. Route 33 to reach 
St. Michaels, just 4 miles away. 

St. Michaels earned American glory when it rebuffed an 
attack by the British Royal Navy during the War of 1812. 
Today you’re more likely to find yachts and powerboats 
than battleships, but the harbor itself remains virtually 
unchanged. This lively waterfront town has colorful 
historic buildings and dozens of locally owned shops 
and galleries. 

ST. MICHAELS

Many artists will opt to paint the waterfront in St. 
Michaels, and there is no better spot to find them than 
the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum. 

This 18-acre waterfront campus details the cultural 
and environmental history of the Chesapeake Bay 
region. Here you can visit a working boatyard and 
climb to the top of a retired and relocated lighthouse 
to see what life was like for the brave keepers who 
once lived here. 

You are almost guaranteed to find a painter working 
hard to capture the landscape as it inspires them. 
All of the artwork created in St. Michaels will be on 
display and for sale at the museum from July 11-14. 
Satellite Exhibits offer travelers the opportunity to 
view and purchase artwork that was lovingly created 
in the specific area. The work completed here will 
surely create a lifelong memory for you and remain a 
perfect keepsake to your art adventure.

TILGHMAN ISLAND

Cap your Arts Road Trip off with a gorgeous 13-mile 
drive to Tilghman Island, an authentic waterman’s 
village that’s truly a world apart. Separated from the 
mainland by a drawbridge, the island is less than 
three square miles and is flanked by the Chesapeake 
Bay and the Choptank River. 

Many residents still crab, fish, and oyster for a living 
the way generations of watermen have before them.  
Make the trek down to Dogwood Harbor, where you’ll 
find painters tucked away, eyeing the perfect spot to 
paint a sunset or one of the historic skipjacks sitting 
dockside.

Duck in to see the charming Tilghman Waterman’s 
Museum, which celebrates the history of the working 
waterfront and offers insight into the island’s 
maritime identity.  You can dine on the freshest 
seafood in both upscale eateries and casual crab 
shacks on Tilghman, including our third Satellite 
Exhibit location, the Wylder Hotel and Restaurant.

Sip on a refreshing summer cocktail and enjoy the 
amazing sunset (not to mention excellent dining) 
while you take in the artwork that was created just 
hours before on Tilghman Island.  The Artwork shown 
at this exhibit is for sale July 11–14.

SATELLITE EXHIBIT 3: TILGHMAN ISLAND

We are sure you will find that this road trip 
captures America’s beauty & creative spirit. 
Join us in July to make one of your fondest 
memories in 2021.       

For more information about your 
All American Arts Road Trip:
PleinAirEaston.com
info@pleinaireaston.com
410-822-7297

Want to extend your stay in Talbot County?  
Plan on spending the Ultimate Plein Air 
Weekend in Easton July 16-18 featuring 
events for children, art demonstrations, 
opportunities to paint and sell your own work 
AND lots of fresh paintings of Maryland’s 
Eastern Shore!

https://www.stmichaelsmd.com/
https://cbmm.org/
https://tilghmanisland.com/
https://tilghmanmuseum.org/
https://wylderhotels.com/tilghman-island/
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21TRIP PLANNERTRIP PLANNER
Plein Air Festival C ome to Talbot County and be a part of the 

event that has inspired plein air painting 
competitions across the country. You can 
experience an adventure that will keep you close 
to home while introducing you to an art festival 
and experience you’d expect to find in a much 
larger city. 

The extensive programming we offer at Plein 
Air Easton fills an entire guide. But planning a 
trip is easy, and it largely depends on how much 
time you have to spend with us. Read on for 
recommendations!

Your guide to planning a trip to experience the country’s most successful outdoor 
painting competition and festival.

EXPLORE DOWNTOWN EASTON
Take a day trip (or stay longer) for an artistic 
adventure showcasing the charm, rural vistas, 
architectural beauty, and style of Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore during the Plein Air Easton Arts Festival and 
Competition, a week-long event that has been 
drawing patrons, artists and art lovers like you for 
17 years. And it’s an easy escape that’s close by, but 
seemingly a world away.

You can enjoy Easton’s boutique shopping scene 
or delve deeper into American historical figure, 
abolitionist and Talbot County native Frederick 
Douglass. Simply melt into the personable confines 
of Easton, all while being shrouded in the uniquely 
inspiring atmosphere of Plein Air Easton, the nation’s 
largest outdoor painting competition and festival.

LOCAL GALLERIES
Bring your paints and participate! Our local galleries 
come alive with painting demos and educational 
opportunities from the country’s best landscape 
painters during Plein Air Easton. 

Be sure to visit the newly renovated Academy Art 
Museum, which will be hosting an exhibition that 
features the exquisite collection of agriculture-
themed plein air paintings.

The Farm Collection began as a way for the Plein Air 
Easton artists to honor rural life and those who work 
on the region’s farms through the arts. The collection 
is recognized by the state of Maryland and provides a 
snapshot of Maryland’s agricultural lifestyle.

LOCAL COLOR EXHIBITION AND SALE
The Local Color exhibit is jam-packed with both plein 
air artwork and studio work from the Eastern Shore’s 
working artists. The event takes place in the parish 
hall of Christ Church on Harrison Street in downtown 
Easton. This juried art exhibition features a wide 
range of talented local artists and opens for visitors 
on Wednesday, July 14 and runs through Saturday, 
July 17. It’s local color at its best. 

https://pleinaireaston.com/
https://tourtalbot.org/businesses/frederick-douglass-statue/
https://academyartmuseum.org/
https://workingartistsforum.com/
http://www.christchurcheaston.org/
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COLLECTORS PREVIEW PARTY 
There is nothing quite like an art show that captures 
the spirit of a community. The Collectors Preview 
Party on July 16 is one of our signature events and 
the place to see hundreds of paintings created just 
days before. 

Here, the 58 juried artists who have been capturing 
the light and the landscape en plein air of the Eastern 
Shore submit their top 2 pieces for judging and 
potential awards. This year’s judge is none other than 
Daniel Weiss, president and CEO of The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art.

Purchase your ticket to the Collectors Preview, and 
you’ll be the first to see the competition paintings 
and also attend the 2021 awards ceremony. A 
painting sells every 45 seconds for nearly two hours 
at this exciting event, so grab your wallet and get 
ready to take home a piece of history. 

Grow your collection or freshen up your walls with 
new and exceptional artwork. Best of all, the price  
of your purchased ticket goes towards the purchase 
of any juried artist painting during the week of  
July 11–18. 

QUICK DRAW 
Plein Air Easton 2021 makes a splendid weekend trip 
(or an indelible day trip) for art lovers. 

Experience all of the charm of historic downtown 
Easton and feel the air thick with excitement at the 
Quick Draw Competition and Sale. Artists create 
paintings outside doorways, in gardens, and around 
just about every corner you can find. 

If you are an artist making the trip over, you can 
participate in the Quick Draw event too, really anyone 
can and everyone is eligible for prizes! For a $10 entry 
fee you can enter the competition, finish a painting 
and set it up for judging and sale right alongside 
competition artists. 

 The Quick Draw competition lasts from 10 a.m. to 
noon, when artists return to Harrison Street with 
their newly created artwork. The Quick Draw Exhibit 
and Sale runs from noon to 2 p.m., with awards 
announced around 1:30 p.m. A two-block art exhibit 
of the morning’s work judged by Daniel Weiss fills the 
streets from 12–2 p.m. as the sale commences. 

That leaves plenty of time to explore all of the 
exhibition areas. Take a short walk to the Competition 
Exhibit and Winners Gallery located in the fully 
accredited Academy Art Museum. Or visit the PAE 
Library located in Easton’s Waterfowl Building, 
which will be filled with more than 500 freshly made 
paintings, to complete your day-long art excursion to 
Easton. 

Lunch and dinner choices abound in downtown 
Easton so make a reservation early.

HUNDREDS OF FRESH PAINTINGS 
FOR SALE 
Once the judging is complete the winning paintings 
will move from the Competition Gallery to the 
Winner’s Gallery, both located in the Academy Art 
Museum. These exhibits will remain intact through 
the end of the weekend for optimal viewing. Make 
sure to visit these galleries on your visit!

INSIDER’S TIP: 
While most of these 
paintings will have 
been created here, 
competition artists 
are allowed to display 
paintings from other 
areas of the country. 

https://pleinaireaston.com/events/ticket/2021-collectors-preview-party
https://www.metmuseum.org/
https://pleinaireaston.com/events/pae-quick-draw-competition-2021
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Most artists will create a painting a day over the 
week-long festival. Those artworks not selected 
for competition judging will be on exhibit in Plein 
Air Easton’s Library. Hundreds of freshly painted 
pieces are easily viewable in kiosks bearing each 
competition artists name so you can visit your new 
favorite artist with prices easily identified.

PLEIN AIR KIDS CORNER
Plein Air Easton has been dedicated to nurturing  
and inspiring the artists of tomorrow since the 
Festival began. This year, the PAE Kids Corner will be 
open from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, July 17 and 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday, July 18. 

Talbot County Art teachers will provide opportunities 
for your child through drawing stations and even 
their very own Kids Quick Draw. Activities will be 
rotating all day so make sure to visit more than once!! 

SMALL PAINTING SUNDAY
On Sunday, July 18 the festival turns its focus to 
small paintings — 6” x 8” to be exact. Lines form 
early Sunday morning as collectors vie to be the first 
to view this brand new exhibit of these small gems 
at the Plein Air Easton Library inside the Waterfowl 
Building. Small Painting Sunday opens to the public 
at 10 a.m. 

JUDGE’S TALK
Come for the exhibit of just-unveiled 6x8 paintings 
and stay for the Judge’s Talk at 2 p.m. at the PAE 
Library. This year’s competition judge, Dan Weiss, 
president and CEO of the New York Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, will explain the thought process 
behind his choice of winners. This is the perfect send 
off to an exciting weekend and your last opportunity 
to purchase a work of art created by the 58 masterful 
artists who competed in PAE this year.

EXTEND YOUR STAY
The Great American Road Trip. Monday thru 
Wednesday, July 11–14, take a friend or partner on 
the Great American Arts Road Trip, to Easton, Oxford, 
St. Michaels, and Tilghman Island!

Arts Education. Make plans to attend one (or all) 
of the demonstrations held in Oxford on Sunday, 
July 11, and in Tilghman, Monday thru Wednesday, 
July 12–14. These educational demos feature 
competition artists sharing their expertise, tips, and 
tricks with the audience. 

Paint Along With Us. Bring your paints and take 
your place in our Nocturne Paint Out or the Quick 
Draw Competition. Location — Downtown Easton

Coffee and Conversations. Pop in daily in-person 
or online to “Coffee and Conversations”, Plein 
Air Easton’s in-depth look at creativity and the 
current, everyday state of the arts from the artist’s 
perspective. These shows will be live-streamed 
through Plein Air Easton’s Facebook and YouTube 
access points. Location — Waterfowl Building

Camp For Kids. Enrollment is taking place now for 
Plein Air’s weeklong Summer Camp for children, 
complete with one-on-one instruction from Talbot 
County Art Teachers and competition artists from 
Plein Air Easton. Location — Avalon Theatre

MORE EVENTS ARE BEING ADDED ALL THE TIME! 
Bookmark PleinAirEaston.com in your search bar. Make plans to take home a great piece of artwork. Make 
plans to be inspired again through the arts and for an unparalleled excursion into the arts that will seem a 
world away!

It’s all here, in your Ultimate Plein Air Weekend or Weekend Day Trip. You’ll find beautiful art you’ll love for 
a lifetime along with the convenience of a day trip with the feeling you are truly getting away. 

Enjoy great conversations with like-minded art enthusiasts and artists and the feeling of creative inspiration 
after over a year of restrictions. We are waiting to make your life better at Plein Air Easton. Travel home with 
paintings of Talbot County’s picturesque landscape to memorialize your immersive art adventure. 

Save the dates for 2022! July 17–24, 2022
You’ll find all things Plein Air online at PleinAirEaston.com.

https://pleinaireaston.com/events/judges-talk-choosing-winning-painting-2
https://pleinaireaston.com/events/pae-small-painting-sunday-exhibit-sale-0
https://pleinaireaston.com/events/pae-nocturne-paint-out-0
https://pleinaireaston.com/events/coffee-and-conversation-3



